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Every day millions of people sit in front of their television sets to watch one of the most
terrible programs: the news. Over time it has sunk to the level of a "horror show," yet all the
stories have one thing in common: they are all true!

e On 11 September 2001 a terrorist attack took place in New York. The 400-meter-
high twin towers of the World Trade Center collapsed. Over 3,000 people died in a
truly apocalyptic scenario. In the following period there were further attacks in

London, Madrid and other places.

¢ In the small town of Winnenden on 11 March 2009 a school shooting occurred at

the Albertville Realschule in which 15 people were murdered. The 17-year-old

perpetrator was tracked down by the police after a several-hour manhunt and finally

shot himself.



e The explosion of the oil platform "Deepwater Horizon" in the Gulf of Mexico in May

2010 caused one of the worst environmental disasters of all time.

e On 11 March 2011 a series of catastrophic accidents occurred at the Japanese
nuclear power plant Fukushima in which large quantities of radioactive material
were released.

e From the year 2015 onward Europe has been struggling with a huge wave of
refugees from Africa, the Middle East, Arab countries and the Balkans. ISIS raged in
the name of Islam and the Koran with unimaginable atrocities almost unhindered in

Iraqg, Syria and other Arab countries.
e The war in Ukraine with Russian separatists seems unstoppable?
e Terror attacks, predominantly by Islamists and others, repeatedly shake the world.

e The world seems to have completely come apart at the seams. And this list could be
extended endlessly.

Constantly new images of wars, violent crimes, terrorist attacks and scandals assail the
viewer. Many ask in horror how much more they still have to endure. What is wrong with this
world? Is there still any chance of healing for the creeping and destructive disease that seems
to infect us all? How can the great minus of this worldwide despair and wickedness be
turned into a plus of hope? And finally: What kind of God is it who, if He even exists,

apparently does not care about all this misery?
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What do you see without blinders?

Well, the truth looks quite different. God lives, and He has taken care of the evil and suffering
in our world. Two thousand years ago He sent His Son into one of the worst trouble spots in

the world: Israel. There He grew up and as a young man took up the profession of carpenter.
His short life He spent in a land occupied by foreign troops.

Violence, poverty and sickness were His constant companions. Jesus spent these years
showing ordinary people the love of God. He healed the sick. He brought people who hated
others to love them. He demonstrated to His fellow citizens how much God loved them. In

short: He turned the minus of their lives into a wonderful plus.

Even then Jesus made enemies. In the end His religious and political opponents struck. He

was arrested, tortured and handed over to the occupying power. After an unprecedented



miscarriage of justice He was then murdered. If television had existed back then, the late-

night news would have been richer by a "top story."

Surprisingly, there are people who think that the Christian faith has no connection to reality.
A mere glance at the life and death of Jesus shows that this is simply not true. A truly living
Jesus was nailed with real, brutally sharp nails to a real piece of wood. Real blood flowed. The
cross was a horrible, slow and bloody torture. The worst fantasy cannot imagine how brutal

and nerve-shattering "earthly" the whole thing was.
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The crucifixion of Jesus almost 2,000 years ago was not a small side issue that happened
once long ago.

Jesus’ dying released the power of divine love into this world. It also wants to change all our

lives today.

No, genuine Christianity does not close its eyes to human suffering. The crucifixion of Jesus

already showed millennia ago that something must have gone terribly wrong with humanity.

The catastrophes that shock us on the screen confirm this. But there is a crucial difference:
Jesus’ death shows us that there is a solution to the problems. It makes clear that God

Himself has done something radical to fundamentally change everything.

The terrible truth about ourselves

Let us look for a moment into any hospital. A doctor stands at a patient’s bedside. She has
terrible news for him. He has only a few more weeks to live ... What if that happened to us?
The Bible has a similar message for us. However, it has not only bad but also good news.

Let us begin with the bad: Suffering and wickedness do not end at the glass surface of the
screen. It is easy to point an accusing finger at the pictures we see in the news, lean back and
say: "Yes, yes — that's how it is nowadays in the evil world." The problems that pass before us
in our comfortable armchairs are much, much closer to us than we think. The cause of all
these problems ultimately lies in our own hearts.

The honesty of the Bible is shown not only in the fact that it tells us something about the
wickedness and suffering of the world. It also forces us to be honest with ourselves. Jesus put

it this way:



"Out of the heart of man come evil thoughts that lead him to do immoral things, to

steal, to rob, to kill, to commit adultery, to be greedy ..." 1
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The Bible summarizes the basic problem of humanity in one word:

S I N

That means: We do not reach the goal that God has set for our lives, or we miss it.

However, Jesus used a very simple, old-fashioned word to name with complete clarity what
our problem is: sin. Originally the word was used by archers in Greek. They meant by it that
something had missed its target. To sin therefore means to miss the target or purpose that

God has set for our lives.

The Bible expresses it once like this: "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 2

That should actually be obvious to everyone. We have all done things of which we should be

ashamed. We have all, for example, hurt others with words — often also ourselves.

But it goes further. The Bible says: Sin has an exclusively negative basic tendency by which

our best and noblest intentions and efforts are constantly spoiled.

It is not only that we occasionally do something wrong. Deep inside us a power oppresses
and torments us like a cancer. It virtually forces us to always go in the wrong direction. So

the question remains: Can sin, "the cancer," be healed? And if so, how?

Sin in the 21st century

Before we deal with the healing process, we must first know more about the disease. An
honest diagnosis is needed. How does sin work in our world? A look back will help us:

At the end of the 19th century humanists believed that humanity had finally grown up. They
thought we had become far too reasonable to wage wars any longer. Scientific progress
would guarantee people a wonderfully peaceful future. In his innermost core man is actually
good. In the meantime we had reached a higher stage of development, incidentally quite in
accordance with the theory of evolution, which once seemed to guarantee: From jungle

creatures the strongest would survive.
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But unfortunately this optimism and faith in progress of humanity experienced many painful

setbacks!

Nuclear weapons, smart bombs, cruise missiles — examples of the destructive technology of

the 21st century. It has brought worldwide human misery. The Bible says: "The way of peace

they do not know" ... 3

In 1867 the Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel discovered a new highly explosive compound:
dynamite. He was convinced that the terrible effects of dynamite would make every war and
its consequences so appalling that there simply could be no more wars. But he had to realize
that interested parties could not get hold of the stuff fast enough. His invention could
obviously be marketed quickly and effectively. Huge profits were the result. And with these
profits he was ultimately able to finance the famous Nobel Prizes at the end of his life,
including the prominent Peace Nobel Prize. Unbelievable: financed from the sale of highly
explosive, destructive explosive!

Later the First World War shattered the optimism of progress. Some still talked "of the war
that would end all wars." In fact it was already becoming apparent at that time that the 20th
century would become the most murderous of all. Adolf Hitler used the so-called "law of
survival of the strongest” as justification for the Holocaust. Anyone who seemed incapable of
survival was simply killed.

War and genocide as practiced by Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot and others clearly show that human

goodness will certainly not guarantee the future of humanity. So what should we hold on to?

That was only a small snapshot. But even it shows us how devastatingly sin is at work in our

time. So the compelling question arises: How does it affect our personal lives?
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GOD: "l have made the earth and created man on it." Bible, OT, Isaiah 45:12 25

Bible, OT, Genesis 1:27: And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He

created him; male and female He created them. 26

Allergic to God?

Above all: Sin causes a colossal breakdown of relationships. We notice it everywhere: violence

on the streets, child abuse, racial and national hatred, corruption and last but not least



marriages destroyed by one or both partners.

A Hollywood actress said: "l have found out that a girl's best friends are not diamonds but
divorce lawyers."

The heaviest link in this destructive chain is the lost relationship with God. Cut off and
divorced from God — that is our normal state. When we begin to look for an answer, we feel
the pain of this separation. For many people life appears without meaning and purpose. God
never planned that! He created us to live in a love relationship with Him. Instead we fled and
hid from Him as if He had a contagious disease.

Jesus Christ expressed it this way:

"The light came into the world, but the people loved the darkness more than the light."
4

Lost in the darkness, homeless — is there hope for us?
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Poking around in the darkness

Some people have given up all hope. They resign or sink into despair. Others try to escape
everything elegantly. Someone once said: "People can only stand a limited amount of

reality." So one escapes into a dream world, e.g. television, alcohol, drugs ... etc.

Always searching for true life in illusion, one easily gets caught in the net of destruction.
Often traps like drug addiction, alcoholism etc. result from it. Yet these addictions have never
solved even one problem, but have only created millions of new problems. Whoever cannot
live without drugs certainly cannot live with them. Ultimately they remain chemical dreams, a

Fata Morgana in a waterless desert.

Others fall into the vortex of success addiction. Their calendars burst with appointments,
their bank accounts become ever fatter, their cars ever faster. But they never reach
happiness. Millions invest effort, ingenuity and endurance to climb — like a mountaineer — the
summit of contentment. When they think they have reached it, they find nothing but

emptiness.

But there is also the religious supermarket. More and more people are as if hypnotized by

the colorful, shimmering offers of supposed self-redemption. The shelves can hardly hold the



load of the esotericism drug: pyramid power, hypnotherapy, transcendental meditation,
white magic etc. — all wrong paths that often end dangerously. They can offer nothing with
which one can get to the core of all human problems.

We need more than a quick satisfaction or a cheap shot.
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We need the lost relationship with God back

We need His forgiveness of sin. Jesus can restore the relationship that He always desired with
us. We can only find God if we really want to seek Him.

GOD Himself says in the Bible:

"l love those who love me, and those who seek me find me." 5

And from Him comes this steel-hard promise:

"For | know the thoughts that | have toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and
not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and go and pray
to me, and | will hear you; you will seek me and find me when you search for me with all

your heart." ©

From MINUS to PLUS

At the lowest point of our need the Gospel of Jesus Christ sets in. Jesus saw His life as a

rescue operation. He said: "He had come to seek and to save what was lost." 7 He Himself

also said that His death was no accident. He came to die: "The Son of Man did not come to

be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many." 8
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Who then was Jesus?

The Bible tells us that God took on human form in Him. 2 In other words: Jesus shows how
God Himself enters our real world. He got His hands dirty. His hands were nailed to the cross.

He did it so that we could be freed from the devastating power of sin.
Let us look once more into history:

When Roman death-row prisoners were led to crucifixion, they themselves had to carry the
crossbeam on their shoulders. Their arms were tied to it and, pressed down by the load, they
staggered to the execution.

So Jesus too must have been driven through the streets of Jerusalem to the place of
execution, the skull place. He carried the heavy crossbeam like a banner; a mighty sign
proclaiming a terrible truth. It was something the whole world could understand and should
never forget. The crossbeam that Jesus carried symbolizes our failure, our minus — the
missing of the target and the sin that is in every one of us.

The cross shows us God's unexpected reaction to human suffering. God Himself suffered

with us and took our sin upon Himself. Jesus, although completely without guilt and without

sin, was made sin for us. 19 One of the first Christians expressed it this way:

"Christ died for us while we were still sinners.” 11

Jesus laid the crossbeam of our sins and condemnation on the upright wooden post. In
doing so He turned our human minus into God'’s plus. Jesus thereby released God's grace in
all its power. That means forgiveness and healing for everyone who comes to Jesus and asks
for it. On the cross darkness became light, death became life, hate became love, chains were
broken, out of despair came joy ...

The seal of God’s love

Jesus’ story does not end with the crucifixion. If it did, the cross would be the symbol of a
crushing defeat and of despair. The good news, however, is: Jesus not only destroyed the
power of sin on the cross. He also destroyed the power of death! For God brought Him back

to life. Jesus triumphed over darkness, death and the devil.



The sign of hope

Jesus, who could also be called the carpenter of Nazareth, carpentered from the wood of the
cross the door to life. That is the core of the Good News. The cross has the power to change
us. The minus became the plus. Negative is now positive! On the cross darkness became
light, death became life, hate became love, captivity became freedom, fear became faith,
despair became joy, destruction became restoration, hell became heaven!

PAGE 11

The sign of triumph

Jesus lives! He is there to remove every curse and to destroy the devil's evil works. Sinners
are forgiven, the sick are healed, broken relationships are restored. In the face of the power

of Jesus on the cross ultimately all forces of evil are powerless.

The sign of help

That is why the cross has become the logo of the Christian faith. It is Jesus' very own
trademark. No founder or leader of another religion could use it, because it stands for
something they themselves never did. None of them was crucified for the sins of the world.
None of them rose from the dead. None can give us the help we so urgently need.

Only Jesus Christ can save us. He says:

"I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me." =

The love of GOD leads from loneliness into community

When God’s power works

The God who loves us so perfectly also has all power in the universe. He is the One who
created all things simply by calling them into existence. The Bible says that Jesus as the Son

of God is the radiance of the divine glory. 13

When Jesus suffered on the cross, however, He seemed anything but powerful. Mocked by

the crowd, tortured by the soldiers, abandoned by His friends, slowly bleeding to death,



Jesus was completely helpless. And yet, precisely on this cross God's power was at work. How
can that be?

A look at nuclear physics can help us understand this better. In every atom positive and
negative charges are held in balance. When the atom is split, energy is released, either for
destruction or for positive use.
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Something similar happened on the cross. As Jesus hung there, He felt within Himself two
opposing forces: the negative of our sins and the positive of the love of God. Jesus was the

completely perfect Son of God and on the cross was made sin for us. 14 He thus became the
cosmic center where all evil and all good collided.

Jesus’ death on the cross unleashed a tidal wave of spiritual power that always wants to

change lives.

Finally Jesus defeated evil. In the process energy was released that produces new life. Sin,
death, guilt and fear were defeated, while the saving power of the love of God was released
for everyone who asks for it. After three days this power was unleashed again; Christ
triumphed over death, was raised and thereby proved the love of the heavenly Father. Jesus’
death on the cross unleashed a tidal wave of spiritual power that always wants to change
lives.

Since then a wave of spiritual power has been rolling through the world from generation to
generation. It brings God's new life to everyone who comes into contact with it. We may
experience

e the power of God's forgiveness that frees us from guilt.

e the power that enables us to forgive those who have done evil to us.
e the power to resist what we know is wrong.

e the power of the Spirit of God that brings us the new life of Jesus.

e the power of the love of God that enables us to love Him and our fellow human
beings.
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How can we experience this power for ourselves?

How do we ourselves come into contact with this power that is able to change our whole life
from the ground up?

Use Your Parachute

Two parachutists jump from an airplane at 3,000 meters. Both have a parachute. One of the
two folds his arms, does not bother about the ripcord and says to himself: "l am quite sure, |
have my parachute.” He says this until he hits the ground at 200 km/h. His colleague knows:
There is only safety if he does something. He pulls the ripcord and lands safely. We may
know the Christian faith. We may respect Jesus and even agree with what happened on the
cross. Nevertheless we are like the jumper with the closed parachute. Only when we ask Jesus
for help and place our lives under His leadership does that change. We must pull the ripcord

while there is still time.

And that is the ripcord: "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your

household." 13

We can do nothing else. We cannot save ourselves. We can only rely on what Jesus Christ has
done for us on the cross. And how can we know that this is true? We can base our lives on

the promises He has given us. Millions of Christians have tried this out in everyday life.

"The Lord supports all who fall, He lifts up all who are bowed down." 16

"To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you faultless before His

glory with great joy ..." 17
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"Therefore He is also able to save completely those who come to God through Him,

since He always lives to intercede for them." 18



A parachute cannot save anyone who does not pull the ripcord himself. The "Good News" of

Jesus is of no use to us unless we first act ourselves.

How you can begin to live with God

If you are ready to come to Him, you must do two things, and do them now.

e First: Turn around - or also, repent — and

e second: Believe! Jesus expresses it this way:

"Repent and believe the gospel!” 12

What does that mean?

Repent!

That is also such an old-fashioned expression, just like the word sin. It simply means:
"Change your mind." Imagine you have taken the wrong exit and know that you are getting
further and further away from the goal. So you must first stop, then turn around and drive in
the right direction.

Repentance means a review of your life. Ask God for forgiveness for everything that has gone
wrong in your life. Ask Him to save and free you. Repentance therefore means turning away
from sin and toward God. When you change your position, Jesus Christ will change your

situation. 29

Light drives out darkness, and faith in Jesus drives out fear.
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Believe!

Faith is not something that one person has and another does not. Faith is action and

decision. The Bible makes this quite clear. "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him

whom He has sent." 21

Faith is not a feeling. You decide to trust God, to pull the ripcord of faith. If you do that now,

Jesus will not look at your social status, your worth, your circumstances or your past. And this



applies wherever and whoever you are. In the moment that you repent and believe, the

parachute of salvation opens with a jerk, and you are really safe!

Jesus has never let anyone down. That will not happen with you either. Here and now the

ripcord is in your hand. God clearly promises this in the Bible:

"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 22

A single cry for help to Him in quite simple words — as if you were asking your best friend for
help — a request for forgiveness and salvation to Jesus Christ, and the parachute of
redemption opens. God Himself stands for it. He has promised it. Pull the ripcord very

quickly, wherever you are.

"Today is the day of salvation" 23
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This is how you can come very close to God

If you have not yet done all this, then act now. You can pray to God in your own words. You
can also use the words printed below. Do it slowly and thoughtfully. Remember that you are

coming home. You are leaving the darkness and stepping into God's wonderful light.



A prayer you can pray

Dear Lord Jesus Christ,

I accept Your invitation and come to You with all my sins, problems and
addictions. I turn away from all evil and turn to You, Lord Jesus. I
place my trust completely in You. You are the Son of the living God. I
believe with all my heart what I now confess with my words: You are my
Redeemer, my Lord and my God. I thank You that You have accepted me as
Your child. I open myself to Your Holy Spirit and want to follow You
all the days of my life. I trust You and surrender myself to Your good

guidance.

In Jesus’ name! Amen!
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A new beginning

The above prayer or also a prayer in your own words you have not spoken alone. Millions of

Christians all over the world have begun their way of following Jesus in exactly the same way.

One thing is absolutely certain: God has heard and answered your prayer. Even if you do not

feel any change at this moment, you can still be sure: A new life has begun for you. 24

If you have accepted Jesus as your Redeemer, then please send us an e-mail using the CfaN
contact form (link below). We will reply to you immediately.
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GES 18-19 - FOOTNOTES — HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® (NIV®)

Scripture quotations marked NIV below are from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The printed booklet used the
Schlachter translation; these footnotes give the corresponding NIV text for study.

1.

Mark 7:21-23 (NIV)

"For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils
come from inside and defile a person."

2. Romans 3:23 (NIV)

"for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"

3. Romans 3:17 (NIV)

"and the path of peace they have not known"

4. John 3:19 (NIV)

"This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because
their deeds were evil."

. Proverbs 8:17 (NIV)

"l love those who love me, and those who seek me find me."



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

. Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV)

"For | know the plans | have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will
listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart."

. Luke 19:10 (NIV)

"For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."

. Mark 10:45 (NIV)

"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many."

.John 1:14 (NIV)

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God."

Romans 5:8 (NIV)

"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."

John 14:6 (NIV)

Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through

me."

Hebrews 1:3 (NIV)

"The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things
by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven."

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God."

Acts 16:31 (NIV)

They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”

Psalm 145:14 (NIV)

"The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down."

Jude 24 (NIV)



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

"To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy—"

Hebrews 7:25 (NIV)

"Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives

to intercede for them."

Mark 1:15 (NIV)

"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good
news!"

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

— tied to "change your position / situation” theme in many gospel presentations

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!"

John 6:29 (NIV)

Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."

Romans 10:13 (NIV)

"for, 'Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.™

2 Corinthians 6:2 (NIV)

"For he says, 'In the time of my favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation | helped you.’ | tell you,

now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.”

John 1:12-13 (NIV)

"Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband'’s will, but
born of God."

Isaiah 45:12 (NIV)

"It is | who made the earth and created mankind on it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; |
marshaled their starry hosts."

Genesis 1:27 (NIV)

"So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he

created them."
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"I realized that | cannot rely on my good deeds to get to heaven."

"The only valid settlement of all my mistakes is the death and resurrection of Christ."
(Bernhard Langer)

\

(
"Without doubt my conversion to Jesus Christ was the most incisive and most important
event of my life." (Cliff Richard)
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